
 

A LITTLE CHILD  
SHALL LEAD THEM 

We celebrated the 
end of another 
good year of Kid’s 
Klub on June 6 
with an outdoor 
awards’ ceremony 
in Lavern’s yard. 
We all worked 
together to prepare 
games and fun 
activities as a 
special day for the 
children. We were 
happy to give 
prizes of CD’s for 
perfect attendance 
for the whole year 
and Polish/English 
Children’s Bibles 
for memorizing the 
Bible verse each 
month. 
 
 
A few months ago at 
Saturday Kid’s Klub, 
the children learned 
about prayer. The 
memory verse that 
month was, “Ask and 
it shall be given 
you.” My four-year-
old daughter quickly 
memorized this, not 
because she was so 

smart, but for two other reasons. First of all, the 
verse was short. Second, she really understood 
its message and she was touched through the 
Word of God. 
 
During the next few days, I heard her tell all her 
dolls and teddy bears that if someone needs 
something and tells God about it, He will give it. 
Sometime later, a missionary came to our church. 
After the service, Eunice gave a card to him on 
which was scribbled secret letters that to her was 
an important message. The missionary asked her 
what it said. She replied, “Ask and it shall be given 
you.” Surprised, the man asked her again. She 
repeated it and ran away. Later this Christian man 
told this story, showing the piece of paper as 
evidence. The missionary said that for him it was 
a clear answer from God for tormenting questions 
he had been having in his life recently. He was 
touched in his heart.  
 
God used a small girl to speak to this missionary, 
the girl’s parents, as 
well as the girl’s 
unbelieving 
grandparents, and a few 
other people. As an 
innocent child, Eunice 
delivered her message 
and ran away, 
unconscious of the fact 
that she had been used 
as a mighty tool in the 
hands of God.     

    –Dorota Zima 
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How to Relate to Jehovahõs 
Witnesses 

 
This was the title of a mini-conference we had 
recently.  The speaker was Simon Matusiak, a 
Polish evangelical Christian who has become a 
close friend of our mission team and church.  He 
was an elder in a Polish JW congregation for 
fourteen years, and has a deep love for those still 
in the Jehovah’s Witness “organization”, as he 
calls it.  He longs for them to see the grave errors 
of the JW’s and find a genuine, happy Christian 
life. 
 
Simon has been presenting this conference 
regularly for several years, and we invited him to 
share with us out of a desire to learn more about 
how to relate to JW’s, and as an opportunity for 
those involved with Jehovah’s Witnesses to learn 
more.  There are three JW congregations in our 
city of Mińsk Mazowiecki, and also a number of 
people who have left the JW’s and have no 
church home.  In the country of Poland, JW’s are 
the third largest religious group, with 126,000 
members.  Their zealous door-to-door promotion 
of their beliefs has resulted in many converts. 
 
The attendance at the conference at a local hotel 
was quite diverse.  We were surprised to have 
visitors from a considerable distance, such as 
Poznan and Gdansk, which are several hundred 
kilometers from Minsk.  There were several 
visitors from this area and from Warsaw.  Even 
though the attendance was not over 25, the 
atmosphere of the conference was that of intense 
interest and a serious pursuit of truth.  A few of 
the guests were current members of JW 
churches, and found some of the information to be 
disturbing.  However, Simon’s manner of 
presentation was very calm and kind and 
everyone who attended expressed heartfelt 
appreciation for what they heard and for how it 
was presented.   
 
In planning this conference, we didn’t know what 
would come out of it.  We thank God that the truth 
was proclaimed and error was exposed.  A 
number of the guests have kept in contact with 
Simon as they continue their journey.  Those who 
attended have been encouraged that we can 
know the truth and live by it, even those who were 
JW’s for many years.  As is so often true, we don’t 
have many visible results from our work, but we 

know that the seed was sown, and the Lord will 
bring fruit for His kingdom. –Lavern Hershberger 

 
Thank God for His faithfulness. 
According to Brother Simon, the speaker, 
there have been results… 
 
 
…A JW man from Poznan, who attended, left the 
organization with his family. We hope and pray 
that he will find the Lord and join a Bible-believing 
church.  
 
 
…An older lady, Wanda, from Warsaw, who has 
been in the Watchtower movement for fifty years, 
is ready to leave. She openly stated to her elders 
that she does not believe that JWs are the only 
true organization. Now she expects that the elders 
will interrogate her to keep her in the congregation 
(if she accepts the authority of the Watchtower) or 
expel her (if she rejects their teachings). She 
would like to visit a solid Biblical church in 
Warsaw. She was moved by reading a booklet on 
the Mennonite church and she asked herself: 
“Wanda, would you be able to live like those 
people do?” Brother Simon is in regular telephone 
contact with her and he visits her once a month. 
They have real spiritual feasts in God’s Word.  
 
 
…A former JW, Dariusz Myrcha, is in touch with 
another man who attended the conference, Darek 
from Poznan.  He is considering leaving the 
Watchtower religion and is asking many Biblical 
questions. Darek also is sharing his new beliefs 
with other Witnesses in Poznan, spending many 
hours in deep discussions.  
 



I have been 
coming to and 
leaving Poland 
since 2002. Over 
these seven years 
Poland has 
become like home. 
Even though many 
times I thought my 
time in Poland was 
finished, I am 
beginning to see 
that one cannot 
see the future 
enough to know 
when one’s work 

is really done.  

What all took place? Most importantly, God 
made huge changes in my heart and my prayer is 
that through me, He was able to do the same in 
the hearts of my friends.  

I see a beautiful plan as I look back and it gives 
me more understanding of what God was thinking 
about Poland and me. Sometimes, it didn’t make 
sense.  

First was a six-month term in which I built a 
foundation in understanding and adapting to the 
culture. Another six-month term followed about 
three years later. Although I can't really give you 
much of what I did, it was full of spontaneous 
meetings with friends and various small teaching 
jobs. I look at that time as focused language 
learning, deeper relationships, and an introduction 
to teaching. Then finally, when GTE started, I was 
able to experience my first real term with a fulltime 
teaching job. After that, I thought I was going 
home for good. After a painful goodbye, I settled 
into life in America. But no, five months later, I 
was called again to Poland. God had more of 
Polish life for me and here I am, finishing my two-
year term.  

Three different areas of my life in Polandð 

Teaching...My first English lesson is not a 

pleasant memory. I had notes that I felt confident 
would last for an hour and half. I finished in fifteen 
minutes. The beautiful thing about that first year 
was that I was forced to my knees before the 
class started asking God to give me the strength 
and the ability to teach well. I was blessed many 
times at the beginning of the lesson, when I felt 
God’s strength. I had enjoyable classes. The 
advanced classes discussed life's issues. There 
were many opportunities to share about Jesus. 
There was the challenge of teaching adult 

beginners. We were all reduced to a child's level 
of communication, but there was much more 
visible progress. 

Relationships... This has been my greatest joy, 

along with my greatest sorrow. Coming from a 
Christian world where there is love and 
happiness, it was difficult to accept the 
unhappiness of my ungodly friends. One friend’s 
question stuck with me. “Can you say God is fair? 
Don't answer me right away but think about it for a 
few days.” I was taken to places where I 
questioned God’s goodness. I've been involved 
with atheists as well as devout Catholics. I've 
been asked to prove God and told that I believe in 
some crazy little theory. I have listened to people 
talking about the ascension of Mary and how she 
gives a sense of calm and peace when prayed to. 
So I've been learning how to respond to these 
people who are not aware of the freedom one can 
find in Christ.  

Team life...It is quite an experience to be 

involved in a church community of fifteen. It can 
be vulnerable but in it there are more 
opportunities of knowing a person, accepting their 
weaknesses, and being encouraged by their 
strengths. When you want to be lazy and take a 
back seat, it isn't an option! 

To say goodbye to people that are near to my 
heart seems impossible. I know God is working 
here and trust that He will use more servants of 
His in the future. I thank God for the experiences 
in Poland. He took my mistakes and gave me 
forgiveness and joy. I'm unworthy of this and want 
to continue to give my life to Him.     –Alison Funk 
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Pray for: 

¶ John Smucker family as they are on 

furlough from June 12-August 29 and the 

rest of the team as they spend the summer 

here in Poland. 

¶ People who attended the JW conference 

that God would open their hearts to truth. 

¶ Matthew Gingerich and Maria Wadel as 

they prepare to come the end of July. 

¶ The summer lessons that God would 

provide, first of all, students and second, a 

chance to share Jesus with them. 

¶ Each child that attended our Kidôs Klub. 

¶ Funds to meet the ongoing operational costs 

of AIMôs work in Poland. 

Praise God for: 

¶ AIM made the last payment on its long-

term debt on June 30.  We are grateful to 

God for his provision in this for us. 
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Anabaptist International Ministries 

P.O. Box 62 

Guys Mills, PA 16327 
 

 

Address Service Requested 

Name _________________________________ 
Address _______________________________ 
City _______________ State ____ Zip _______ 
 

Ç Monthly Donation: 
__$10 __$20 __$50 __$100 ______ (Other) 
____Gateway to English school 
____Seed of Truth magazine 
____ General needs 

Ç One-time donation:  $_________ 
____Gateway to English school 
____Seed of Truth magazine 
____Church Library/Literature Fund 
____General needs 

 
Please send your pledge and/or check to: 

Anabaptist International Ministries 
P.O. Box 62 

Guys Mills, PA  16327 
And email your pledge to: 

aimpoland@gmail.com  

 
Be sure to include this card when sending your 

donation and note on your check specifically what your 

donation is for. 

 

AIM Financial Report 
April 1, 2009—June 30, 2009 

 
Available balance January 1, 2009  $274 
Restricted Funds (RF) April 1, 2009     $1,860 
 
Income 
Donations $27,034 
Balanceðdonations and RF $29,168 
 
Expenses 
Salaries and stipends         $12,427 
Miscellaneous              $213 
VS personnel costs            $414 
Heritage Foundation  $5,585 
Debt payment         $250 
Public relations $681 
Medical premiums $400 
Furlough travel costs $4,602 
Total expenses                    $24,572 
 
Liabilities 
Accounts payable  (AP)            $4,182 
Total Liabilities         $4,182 
 
Available balance June 30, 2009 $414 
  

mailto:Aimpoland@gmail.com

