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My wife, Shelia, and | enjoyed a fall triE to
Poland. We left Pennsylvania on October 28" for
a wonderful transatlantic flight. | marveled again
at the personal opportunities that the
technological age has presented us with. In a
relatively few short hours, we were in Warsaw
being greeted by John and Laura along with
their family. It would have taken our forefathers
months to make the same journey. Their lives
would have been in jeopardy night and day as
they faced the myriad perils of a trans-ocean
journey in a small wooden ship.

Our two weeks in Poland were rich in so many
ways. We spent considerable time with the team
members observing, evaluating, giving bits and
pieces of advice, and renewing friendships.
Even in the day of email and Skype, there still is
nothing like sitting down in your friend’s living
room and chatting over a cup of coffee.

A brief look at my diary gave a list of activities
such as helping John get Quickbooks set up and
going, watching Polish plumbers install a new
coal boiler at Lavern’s, raking leaves at Lavern’s,
sitting in on an AIM Team meeting, evaluating
the program at Gateway to English, taking the
volunteers out for pizza, talking about life in
Poland with them, helping John work on some
details of the Smucker house-building project,
talking with my friend Jan W., meeting with John
and Lavern to discuss team strategy, sharing an
evening meal with Luke and Magda, enjoying
church services rich with testimony and worship,
and even taking two days to tour Cracow and
Auschwitz-Birkenau with Shelia.

We were sobered by the rapid transitions
happening in Poland. The rapid westernization
in the land is so evident. Much of this seems
positive as one observes the hustle and bustle of
a country that is becoming increasingly
productive and happier—at least on the surface.
The negative side is that the “vice and
licentiousness” of western life is also finding
fertile soil there.

But there is reason for hope. There were
around twelve Polish nationals in attendance at
the Sunday morning service. A number of them
have come to know the Lord through the ministry
of AIM. Others have been Christians for a
number of years but wish for a home
congregation where the Word of the Lord is
taken seriously and holiness is desired. It was
good to hear Lavern and John speaking in the
Polish language. Though it sounded quite fluent
to me, they were quick to let me know that they
still keenly feel the language barrier.

Melvin’s spending an evening with the couples

Perhaps my over-all sense was that AIM is
past the honeymoon stage and is digging in for
the long haul. The work is difficult. Living in a
foreign land has its ups and downs. Even the
foreign exchange rate can make you feel rich
one day and poor the next. Lavern’s have
purchased a house and John’s are building a
house. This creates a “settledness” in one way
but also presents a challenge. How do we keep
from sliding into the routines of daily life without
losing sight of our goal...to preach Jesus Christ
to the nations? | am glad to hear John and
Lavern wrestling with that question. So, in my
opinion the AIM board and the AIM team will
need to look hard at maintaining a forward
looking mission focus over the long haul.

As AIM board chairman | want to take this
opportunity to thank each AIM supporter for the
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prayer support and the financial support you
have given over the years. Your help is
essential. Please continue to pray for us as we
direct the team on the field. Pray that we would
be good stewards of the provision of the Lord.
And yes, finally, pray that the Lord will send
more workers into the harvest fields ere the day
of harvest is past. Melvin B Lehman

| have been very blessed with a schedule
full of interesting things. | am thankful for the
times | have been able to spend with learners of
English — some of them stressful, some exciting,
and all loaded with opportunity. It has been
rewarding to teach at Studium, a huge language
school (over 3,500 students.) After a day of five
low-to intermediate-level classes it is really nice
to end with a class of higher level students who
are more interested in speaking than in giving
the silence treatment or having a provoking-
others-to-wrath contest. It could sound like | am
constantly battling my students. That has been
the case at times but, thank God, is not the
general rule. | love teaching, but now | am more
excited about a two-week Christmas break than
English. If you remember me, pray that I'd be
open to God's voice in my everyday life as well
as in thinking about the future. Eric Hershberger

| have discovered something in some of my
students that | believe is very important for all of
us to think about. Motivation is important for
anything you want to accomplish in life. As for
how you go about getting motivated, | think that
is another subject so | won’t attempt to expound
on it here. | have some students who are very
motivated about learning English and | would
consider each of them a highlight in my teaching
experience. It actually changes your job
description when you switch from a motivated

Eric with a children’s class
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class to one that is learning because it is
mandatory. A couple that | tutor went on a safari
in Africa and when they got back, they invited
me to come to their house where they showed
me pictures of the adventure. They are some of
the most motivated students | have and | find
tutoring them a very encouraging experience. |
have a class of three young teenage boys, and |
would say this is one of my most challenging
classes. | have a hard time keeping them
entertained in a profitable way. | am glad for the
experience of this class, and | also think that this
is the main area in which | want prayer. | want to
make a positive difference in people’s lives and |
feel a real need for wisdom to know how to do
that, especially in these young boys’ lives. |
believe that motivation comes from God and so
that is why | ask that you pray for me in this and
| also wish you motivation and courage in the
place you feel called to. Leroy Schwartz

My teaching highlights occur when
communication happens. By this | don't mean
that a student does a prepared dialogue
correctly, although that is nice. | mean that a
Polish person has something they want to tell
me and they can get the point across. It can be
something small like my private student, a ten-
year-old girl, who told me about the piggy bank
she bought for her dad. And she told me that
she already saw her Christmas present hidden
in her daddy’s office. We laughed together about
that and she giggled when | said skarbonka, the
Polish word for piggy bank.

The flip side is the frustration that comes when
communication doesn’t happen. This has been
a huge part of my life since | moved here five
months ago. Unfortunately | have learned well to
recognize the blank look that means, “I don't
understand a word of what you are saying.” It's
the look | get from my students in the classroom

Break from school teaching

Students at our Thanksgiving supper



and the look | feel on my own face when I'm
trying to understand someone speaking Polish.

We have about fifty Englisktudentsenrolled
this year!

Our teachers need continu@uspiration for

the daily grind of English teaching.

Agape Mennonite Fellowship continues to
meet every Sunday for services. We recently
caroled together at a local old people’s home
and a home for the handicapped.

We needvision for the ongoing work of AIM.
Pray for Tadeuszas he prepares to go to the
states and study at FBEP.

Teaching English in Poland is a very
challenging and rewarding experience for me. |
am hoping and praying for the day when
communication will be easier both in my
classroom and in dalily life. Maria Zimmerman

© The three little girls were given some
Christmas cards to color. Never wanting to lose
time that they could be practicing English, |
didn't save much time for them to color. | had
them write 'Merry Christmas' on the inside and
address it to a person of their choice. One little
gir's eyes shone and she wrote something
inside and closed the card. Of course the
thought went through my mind that maybe the
little girl might like her teacher that much.
Realizing time was really escaping | mentioned
to them that | could keep the cards and they
could finish in the next class. The little girl looked
up with a worried look. She started coloring
furiously speaking quietly to herself in Polish
how she has to finish and she will be so happy if
she does. As she put the finishing touch on it,
she sighed with relief and sat back to enjoy the
moment of victory. | was not mistaken. She
jumped up and with beaming smile handed me
the card. It is in those wonderful moments that
all language barriers break down and the heart
is warmed. Alison Funk

| first met Tadeusz Dymowski about two
years ago. Tadeusz had been studying English
for the past six years and was at the point where
he really wanted a native speaker to practice
conversation. | was amazed to meet a man who,
at retirement age, showed more enthusiasm for
learning English than many 15- to 25-year-olds |
have met. His tenacity and single-mindedness

have often been an inspiration to me. If learning
a language prevents Alzheimer's, he doesn't
have anything to worry about!

Tadeusz is truly a remarkable person in many
ways. His life has not been easy. He faced the
stark realities of life at an early age and has lived
through  Poland’s turbulent postwar and
totalitarian governments. He has always lived
with faith in God, even in the hard times. His
faith was tested in an assault in his home by
bandits, when he cried out to God and his life
was spared. Years later he was diagnosed with
cancer, but survived. When | hear him speak of
these experiences and how he sees God’s hand
in it all, 1 thank
God for
working in his
heart and life

and pray He
will continue
that work!

In his pursuit
of  mastering
the English
language,
Tadeusz has
expressed a
keen interest in
visiting the U.S.
and attending Faith Builders. Thanks to the help
of a number of people, he is planning to be at
Faith Builders for several months in the near
future. He has obtained his U.S. visitor's visa
and is very excited and thankful to be able to do
this! He is looking forward to improving his
English and also learning more about God’s
work and Word, and the Anabaptist view of the
world. | am delighted that he will have this
opportunity and believe it will be a positive
experience for him and for those he will meet in
the U.S. Your prayers are appreciated!

Lavern Hershberger

It has been a difficult year financially but Godshzeen
faithful and brought us to the end of 2008 with
positive balance. We are trusting Him for His dconéd
care and provision for 2009. Specific financiakdg
for 2009:

—

additional monthly support for the general budge
monthly support for the Seed of Truth magazine
monthly support for GTE, the English school
Smucker family furlough the summer of 2009

For more information about these needs, send ail &ma
jolasmucker@terramail.plTo send a donation, use the
donation card on the last page of the newsletter.
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Name
Address
City State Zip

Monthly Donation:

_ $10_ %20 _ $50__ %100 (Other)
_____ Gateway to English school

_____Seed of Truth magazine
______General needs

One-time donation: $

____ Gateway to English school

____Seed of Truth magazine

_____ Church Library/Literature Fund
_____General needs

Please send your pledge and/or check to:
Anabaptist International Ministries
P.O. Box 62
Guys Mills, PA 16327

And email your pledge to:
jolasmucker@terramail.pl

Be sure to include this card when sending your
donation and note on your check specifically wieaitry
donation is for.

Anabaptist International Ministries
P.O. Box 62
Guys Mills, PA 16327
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October 1, 2008—December 31, 2008

Available balance October 1, 2008
RF and AP October 1, 2008

Income
Donations
Balance—donations, RF, and AP

Expenses

Salaries and stipends
Miscellaneous

Polish lessons for volunteers
Heritage Foundation

Debt payment

Personnel travel/legal

Public relations

Medical premiums

Total expenses

Long-term debt

Restricted Funds (RF)
Accounts payable (AP)
Total RF and AP

Available balance December 31, 2008

$-2,502
$8,266

$32,834
$38,598

$22,838
$245
$904
$3,619
$500
$1,758
$542
$200
$30,606

$1,251

$7,560
$200
$7,760

$232



