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¨  We thank God for a safe summer in house building.
¨  Ola Kierska , a friend of Lolita’s, is in a unfortunate divorce situation. Pray that her heart and the

heart of her husband would be turned to God. Also, pray for Mickey , their young son, and how this
will affect him in his life.

¨  Pray for our church and for Lavern that he would have wisdom to lead well.
¨  GTE’s intensive summer lessons  were well attended and the students seemed very happy with

their classes. Thank God for students and for the opportunities we had through the summer.
¨  Darek, a former Jehovah’s Witness, is facing difficulty in his business and is searching for what

God would have for his future and the future of his family.
¨  Thank God that we were able to meet most of our extra expenses  during the summer months. AIM

is currently looking at a $2,500 shortfall, but in light of the weak dollar, we feel grateful that God has
taken care of us. If you would like to help us make up this shortage, please use the donation card in
this newsletter and mark your gift accordingly.
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     Our hearts overflowed with rejoicing as we witnessed the baptism of Beata and Magda Winnik. For
those of us who grew up in evangelical homes, it is difficult to understand what a huge step this was for
them and what this signified in their lives. They were both baptized as infants in the Catholic Church, but
recently became convinced that they needed to be re-baptized as believers. After a period of much soul-
searching and studying of the Bible, they were ready to declare their desire to be part of God’s kingdom.
This baptism separates them from their Catholic friends and family. It means that a priest would never
marry Magda unless she would renounce her baptism. It could mean possible ridicule and shunning by
some of their acquaintances.  Despite all these things, their faces shone with a surety of their decision
and their testimonies showed their willingness to put their old life behind and to press on to a new life in
Christ.
     Even though most of their family and friends did not, and perhaps would not, come to the baptism, we
were privileged to have Beata’s brother, Marcin and wife, Ula, and daughter, there. They had never
witnessed a believer’s baptism and they were amazed and filled with many questions. They told us that
they felt the spirit of God there. Only God knows how deeply their hearts were touched.
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In August, three of our vsers taught English

for one week at an 
������� ������
������� ������
������� ������
������� ������
����� ��������� ��������� ��������� ����  located in the southern part
of Poland.

It was uniquely different from my experience at
camp last year, but the two years had one
theme in common. Again, it was amazing and
beautiful to work with Christians from many
places, backgrounds, denominations, and of
course, cultures with the North American and
Polish teams. As we all came together to lift up
Jesus Christ and making Him known, we
experienced a piece of the John 17 promise that
we would be one as He and the Father are one
and that the world would know Him.

The Polish pastor who co-directed the camp this
year works with broken families in his
hometown. Through his contacts there were a
number of families sponsored to come by the
Human Services Department. This meant a mix
of people who were unchurched and fearful to
attend many of the group functions. As the team
prayed together we experienced people’s fears
and walls coming down. It was beautiful to see
God softening and speaking to people’s hearts.

Another highlight for me was reconnecting with
campers from last year—those who were once
strangers but had now become dear friends.
Once again, the camp experience was an
inspiration and a gift.     --Maria Zehr

In July our vsers taught a three-week

intensive English course called ��� !��� !��� !��� !
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������� at our school,
Gateway to English.

A three-hour long class always tends to put a
certain fear in my heart. What if I am stuck with
an obvious level difference? What if I run out of
English teaching material? What if my students
don’t like to take risks in speaking the strange
language? These were my questions the first
day of my high-beginner class. I walked into the
classroom and after twenty minutes I realized
my fears were unfounded. Instead, I found in
this group of English students, four unique
personalities.

Magda came straight from work, hungry and
tired. Each evening she pulled out her notebook,
along with a bag of chips which she offered to
the rest of the class. Adam faithfully brought his
ringing laughter declaring he was always happy.
Bogdan carried a bag of jokes with him and very
willingly shared them with us. Dorota came with
a quiet nature and ready smile.

From the combination of these different
personalities came a strong group spirit and
suddenly the three hours didn’t seem so long
and so impossible, but truly enjoyable. The class
finished the course as friends and celebrated
their hard work by eating out at a local
restaurant.     --Alison Funk
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…The tour had a clear sense of being a ministry to many people. I
was moved when an elderly lady at the small Baptist church in

Krakow told how their church building was originally a mansion
for the mayor of Krakow. The room now used for their services was

used for entertainment and a ballroom. During the Nazi
occupation, the house became the headquarters of the regional

Nazi commandant. His office was in that room, with a large
swastika was painted on the wall behind his desk. When the church
bought the house many years later, they repeatedly tried hiding it
with paint but it would always bleed through. They finally papered

the wall, repainted it, and hung a cross in its place behind the
pulpit. What a redemptive transformation! ~Lloyd Kauffman

All is in order. We walk in with a prayer on our hearts that God
would be glorifed tonight."Hey Alison, a half a step to the left!

Perfect!" We begin singing. "Boze Wielki, pelnys chwal....." I sneak a
peek away from Lloyd, and  it's awesome to see the connection come

over people’s faces. Then towards the end of the service, when
Ginger starts "O Happy Day,” I see smiles appearing. To feel the joy

and the 'o happy day' in my heart gives me an awesome feeling of
connection to these people through Christ's blood, even though we

are a language apart. "Thank you, God, for this opportunity!"
~Kayla Wadel

…I enjoyed getting into different Polish Christian churches. I was challenged by the generous giving displayed by these Christians. At one
church, I saw a songbook in a bookstore at the back of the church. I asked the pastor if I could buy one. He told another lady to get the key
to unlock the glass doors in front of the bookshelves. I waited awhile, but she didn't show up. I finally found out that she had to go to her

house to get the key! Once she came back and the pastor unlocked the glass door, he gave me the songbook. He wouldn't let me pay. That is
just one example of the generous love I felt...  ~Samuel Heatwole

Arriving at the Retreat Center in Poland with physical and emotional fatigue doesn't sound like a good plan for doing ministry. However,
I felt myself getting stronger as I listened to the choir rehearsing and heard the message of the songs in the programs. In addition to the
choir’s musical strengths, they also had a sensitivity and care for each other that brought strength to the group. I miss their fun,
spontaneity, and having them right next to me. ~Mary Kauffman

It is impossible to condense a choir tour into a paragraph. It was
a time crammed with conversations, prayers, sandwiches, bus
journeys, laughter, choral music, fascinating cities, gorgeous
mountains, and people of all ages and nationalities. In God's

amazing exchange, the Hope Singers experience gave me more
than I gave. I will never be the same. I pray we didn't mutilate the

Polish song texts too badly and that the individuals in our
audiences will also never be quite the same again. ~Anita Yoder

Dr. Jan shared some observations about the Mennonites that
stuck with me. Most Mennonites are in a good land and have
many physical blessings. Are they aware at all, of the price the
fathers of the faith paid, to experience Jesus as their Savior and
Lord? Who has a burden for the unrepentant sinners  we meet
every day? Do I work as unto God when it's convenient? Good
to be reminded of what's important besides the singing, the
food, and all the nice 08 HS folk. ~Ellis Schrock

…I clearly remember the night in Gdansk at the old Mennonite
church... I was feeling especially weak--spiritually, physically, and
emotionally. I prayed that God would show me His love in a real
way during the service. The church was packed out that night and
the concert went especially well. It was so obvious that the people

were connecting with us and really enjoying the songs. I believe we
did three encores that night. The affirmation from the audience was
amazing, but more than that, I felt especially loved by God at that
particular moment. I felt like He was looking down on me and the

rest of the choir and saying, "Well done thou faithful servant".
~Ginger Good

This summer, AIM organized the third tour of Hope Singers in Poland.  The twenty-nine singers came from five different
countries—the USA, Canada, Ireland, Romania, and Poland.  They spent an enjoyable three weeks together giving
programs in different evangelical churches and making unforgettable memories. Our prayer is that the seeds of evangelism
and encouragement that were sown through this effort will bring forth abundant fruit for God’s kingdom throughout Poland.

One thing that impressed me on tour was how much the Polish
songs connected with the people. The one song I especially

remember was "Boze Moj" which means "My God". It was a
song of crying out to God. I remember singing it in Warsaw and

watching the audience. I noticed one old man that was
overcome with emotion. As we sang the song, he wept. I guess

times like that made me realize that no matter how much work it
was to sing in Polish, all the effort was worth it. ~Joel Schrock
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Name _________________________________
Address  _______________________________
City ______________ State ____  Zip ________

�  Monthly donation:
__$10  __ $20 __ $50 __$100  ____ (other)

      ____ Gateway to English  school
      ____ Seed of Truth  magazine
      ____ General needs

�  One time donation:    $________
       ____ Gateway to English  school
       ____ Church Library/Literature Fund
       ____ General needs
       ____ Seed of Truth  magazine

Please send your pledge and/or check to:

Anabaptist International Ministries
P.O. Box 62

Guys Mills, PA 16327
And email your pledge to:

jolasmucker@terramail.pl
Be sure to include this card when sending your donation and

note on your check specifically what your donation is for.
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July 1, 2008—September 30, 2008

Available balance July 1, 2008 $-4,527
RF and AP  July 1, 2008    $24,586

Income
Donations $31,658
Balance—donations, RF, and AP $51,717

Expenses
Salaries and stipends        $24,968
Miscellaneous             $553
Polish lessons for volunteers           $1,117
Heritage Foundation $16,359
Debt payment        $1000
Personnel travel/legal $928
Public Relations $1,028
Total expenses                    $45,953

Long-term debt        $1,732

Restricted Funds  (RF)        $3,548
Accounts payable  (AP)           $4,718
Total RF and AP        $8,266

Available balance September 30, 2008 $-2,502

Anabaptist International Ministries
P.O. Box 62
Guys Mills, PA 16327
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